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[bookmark: eztoc60040_2_23_5_37]Version History:  
This Best Practice was created by the LNPA WG (now known as the NPIF – Number Portability Industry Forum) and originally accepted on 05/04/2009 (Version 1).  It was reviewed again at the NPIF on 11/08/2022 and consensus was reached that no changes were required.
[bookmark: eztoc60040_2_60_5_124]Background:
Recommend Change to Requirements: NANC 436 was introduced in order to ensure that pooling a block would contain ALL Optional Data parameters that could be carried at a Subscription Version (telephone number) level. No other requirement changes have been recommended at this time.
[bookmark: eztoc60040_2_60_5_125]Documentation Referenced: 
· NANC 436 - Optional Data – alternative End User Location and alternative Billing ID
Decisions/Recommendations
NANC 436 was introduced in order to ensure that pooling a block would contain ALL Optional Data parameters that could be carried at a Subscription Version (telephone number) level.
A number of service providers have used in the past, and continue to use, certain Subscription Version (SV) record data fields and Optional Data parameters (added in NANC Change Order 436) for which until this point the LNPA WG has not defined a use.  These data fields and Optional Data parameters, listed below, are being used by some providers to facilitate internal projects such as network migrations and customer rehomes.
· SV data field Billing ID(supported for LNP Type 0 and 1 SVs)
· SV data field End User Location Value(supported for LNP Type 0 and 1 SVs)
· SV data field End User Location Type(supported for LNP Type 0 and 1 SVs)
· SV Optional Data parameter altBilling ID(supported for LNP Type 0 and 1 SVs and 1K Pooled Blocks)
· SV Optional Data parameter altEnd User Location Value(supported for LNP Type 0 and 1 SVs and 1K Pooled Blocks)
· SV Optional Data parameter altEnd User Location Type(supported for LNP Type 0 and 1 SVs and 1K Pooled Blocks)
The LNPA WG understands that the use of these fields and parameters can assist in daily business activities such as network migrations, customer rehomes, etc.  Nevertheless, due to concerns related to potential LSMS database capacity exhaust, the LNPA WG feels it necessary to define a Best Practice around the use of these data fields and parameters.
It is the position of the LNPA WG that service providers, or others working on their behalf, should not create a new SV or pooled block record solely for the purpose of populating one or more of these fields or Optional Data parameters.
The LNPA WG will not attempt to define strict usages or definitions for these fields and Optional Data parameters at this time.
While adherence to this Best Practice is voluntary, all service providers should recognize that the NPAC is a shared industry resource, used by service providers and others primarily in support of Local Number Portability and Number Pooling.

